Speech for Walk Against Warming – Dec 12, 2009 
….what an amazingly colourful and hopeful picture you all paint.

I applaud you all for making the effort to come to the Walk today 
and especially those of you who are coming to the walk for the first time, these people are doing something new and are here with us today, 
I hope the experience for you is a positive one….

Something new: change - isn’t that what it’s all about? 

Meeting the global challenge we face will depend on our ability to change, our ability to meet this challenge…. 
The way I see it……we either learn to do things differently now, 
OR we witness the full force of climate change, and try to live on a planet that’s systems are not able to support us, and other living things, any more.
Change….

Big changes…and ...Little changes

As a mum running a household I have done all of the little changes that I can think of …

Light bulbs, compost, recycling, signing up for renewable energy, 
But about four years ago I started talking to some mums at school and started to learn more about it all…The more I learnt the more I found out about the big changes that need to happen.
BIG changes that our governments can initiate …..
big changes that would have a far greater impact than my efforts to reduce my carbon footprint.  
BIG changes like….. 

· putting a price on carbon that would truly kick-start the move to a zero emissions economy. 
· Big changes like….. powering every house in the country with renewable energy

· like …seeing the banks stop investing in coal-fired power stations.

· like …seeing Australia stopping its export coal industry

· like …seeing my government organise and fund a fair and equitable transition for workers in these industries

· like…a plan to reduce emissions by 2020 from 1990 
· like ….hearing politicians talk straight on climate change and stop confusing everything with spin 
My…. wouldn’t this nation have something to be proud of!
I know that all these things are possible without the destruction of our economy …. 
I have seen the solutions spelt out in countless studies, reports and recommendations from countless organisations and institutions within Australia and across the planet. 
It is all possible
What’s holding us back is simply political will.

Political will

And that’s where we fit in, that’s where I fit in, that’s where you fit in….
…..If we are to influence the decision makers we need to get better at talking to them between elections that’s what we are doing today…..whether you vote Liberal, Labor, Greens or whatever we all have an interest in asking our politicians to make responsible decisions on our behalf.

^^^^^^^^^^
So….if political will is the most important thing that needs to change…... 
Then I want to ask you now…
Would you consider sitting down with your local member and letting them know what you think? 
5 years ago I would no more have done that than jump over the moon!...but now I have 
Would you write a letter or email to your local member?  
5 years ago I had never done such a thing.....but now I have
Would you write to the newspaper?  Had never done that either.....but now I have 

And you know what! – it wasn’t that hard……I’ve met the most wonderful people in the process – and it has made me feel more positive about dealing with this most diabolical of problems. 

And……most importantly it has meant that when my children ask me questions about climate change I can look them in the eye, answer honestly and know that they are learning, that if there is a problem, no matter how big, then there is always something that you can do…
..and it makes us all feel better. 
^^^^^^^^^^^
if you have done any of these things ….
Would you take the time, your time, to offer assistance to others to do the same? 
In the last 4 years I have met so many wonderful people from all walks of life from all ages, who have shared their knowledge, given their time, offered encouragement and inspired others to act.

I have watched while people around me have tried something new and have watched them feel empowered by there actions. Ordinary people doing extraordinary things not one person doing something amazing but many people doing small things that collectively can make a difference……
These people are people like you – 

These are the changes that I am asking you to consider making…….
So if a vibrant community campaign on 100% renewable energy comes your way in 2010. 
Will you have a go, re-prioritise your time, support your partner to jump in and help?
I would recommend it!
There is no doubt that humans have the ability to solve enormous problems, to achieve unimaginable things, we have proven that time and again throughout history….. 
so there is hope…. and you would not be here today if you did not believe there was hope

…….. this walk is testimony to that.

at this the eleventh hour – we are calling for the most powerful people on this planet, who are meeting in Copenhagen, to keep the interests of the most vulnerable clearly in their minds

We are here today to send a clear message to our leaders that we want them to …..

· support Tuvalu's call for a real deal at Copenhagen, we want Australia to commit to more than an outline agreement – we need a legally binding agreement….. because it is never acceptable to play politics with the lives of millions

· we need Australia to commit its fair share towards a annual global fund that will help developing nations adapt to and mitigate the effects of climate change.

· We want Australia to commit to a 2020 target of over 40%

· we want Penny Wong to stop talking about sequestering coal as a solution
· we want them to do whatever it takes to ensure that carbon in our atmosphere is below 350 parts per million
We are here today to embolden the world’s leaders in Copenhagen….to ask Kevin Rudd to demonstrate true climate leadership….to send him a resounding visible mandate that comes from the people - from you
We need to remind our politicians that democracy is about ‘government of the people, by the people, for the people’. I believe that in their hearts, some of them know what they need to do – they just haven’t yet found the political courage to do it….
Let’s give them that courage and let them know that we are watching …..

thank you.
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