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I would like to ask you all at this point to take a breath, close your eyes and have a think about what you have heard this morning…What three things jump out at you as the most embedded, unquestioned truth on which the success of the climate movement depends. (I’d like you talk about it with your neighbour for 3 minutes.)
The Passion…. 

I look around this room and I am aware of the passion that lies in the heart of each and every person here….I am truly humbled. 
I’ve only been involved in activism for the past 3 years, a relatively short time….but in that time we’ve seen some incredible shifts in public opinion. Many of those shifts are directly or indirectly connected with the work of many individuals like yourselves….

Work that has resulted in a great number of wonderful initiatives ….blockades, actions, camps, bills, newsletters, community bulk-buy schemes, websites, countless letters to pollies, videos, the emergence of on-line activism like Get-Up and lots more. 

Many of these reflect traditions in activism that span decades….and some are a result of entering a new age of technology….to be sure, many have been initiated and or run by the people present in this room today. 

The challenge….
BUT….despite all the good stuff, despite the shifts in public opinion, have we achieved our goals? One of the big questions for me this weekend is…
Do we have the ability to think critically about what it means to be an activist in the 21st century?
I believe it is vital that we do…..
Earlier this week Barack Obama declared that “the time for realism is now”….

So in the spirit of realism I will find the courage to say that, despite the brilliance of a lot of what we have created….to date, we have failed ….confirmed with blinding clarity when Kevin Rudd announced his 5 – 15% last December. That’s the reality.

Knowing that, I believe that we all have come to this summit with a fundamental belief that we still can overcome this crisis and a belief that we can help the world back to a stable and safe climate. We wouldn’t be here otherwise! 

So what can a formidably diehard bunch of activists really hope to achieve?!!

Take a look around - the depth of knowledge and experience within this gathering today is phenomenal and who only knows what we can achieve if we manage to harness our collective wisdom and give it our best shot over the next 10 months. 

Let’s start in the knowledge that despite these large shifts in public opinion we now know, absolutely - thanks to last December - that Kevin Rudd is grossly underestimating the problem at hand. We now are under no misconceptions, and know that this Govt. has chosen not lead on Climate Change but to bow to pressure from industry. 
It is clear that it is more about being seen to do something, just enough to placate the constituents, rather than attempting to truly commit to solving the problem.

It is also clear that our job is to build a new movement. A movement, that brings about a whole system transformation. This transformation must reflect a deep shift in values that embodies a broad scale community engagement, one that respects the complexity of the systems within which we live. 
Polarization of the community will not get us there because truly we are all in this together. 
The Hope….
So….Let’s reach into every community and give a voice to those who are concerned…let them be heard in their communities. Let’s help them be ready to answer the questions with the solutions that we know are already there. 
Having spent many hours at a local level within our own community the active members of CCBR are constantly reminded of the importance of remaining in touch with our non-“climate radical” neighbours. Anyone who has tried talking with people on the street about climate change will know that bombarding them with a righteous spiel will not eventuate in them signing up to receive our newsletters! 
We must first hear what’s stopping them from believing x y z will work and respond to their concerns with understanding, compassion and bring clarity to the discussion. 
As a movement it is vital that we provide the vehicle for these conversations to take place within communities – Turn The Tide is a great example….by inviting my friends my choir to send a photo with a message to Kevin Rudd I open up a whole treasure chest of conversations that can bring the issues with clarity to people who may not otherwise choose to act on Climate Change. They then choose how they would like to respond.
I urge everyone here to consider that while it is our enthusiasm and insights that provide us with the stimulus to act, a core challenge for us is always to remain well grounded regarding the population that we are hoping to engage and inspire to share our values. 

AND understand that even when we share common values on the urgency of climate change …we may all have very different ideas of how that translates to action. Can we find a place of inclusion for everyone within a spectrum of activism. 

In Tasmania last week, discussions in the press over the validity of Direct Action were raging in the papers as the Loggers are disbanding the activists’ stronghold in the forest. Conor Gearty, director for the Centre of Human Rights at the London School of Economics has said “Whether the law breaker is a hero and a martyr or a common criminal depends on whether the general public share his or her view of the morality of the action: in a democracy the justice of even an extra-parliamentary action ultimately depends, and rightly depends, on the wisdom of the crowd.”  The true success of Direct Action will only be felt if the majority of the population are on side.

Are we able to respect many levels of engagement? If we can, then I believe that we will witness the growth of a movement beyond our expectations – the size of the crowd will be too great for the politicians to ignore, indeed, we could create a movement that enables every citizen to participate on some level towards making our leaders understand that we want swift and radical action. It is then that a deep shift will start to occur and be apparent in focus groups – and that’s when you’ve really got the politicians. 

As a movement, the scale of what we are aiming to achieve can only happen by acting at a local level within our communities whilst simultaneously communicating and coordinating with each other at a national one – this summit is going to help us be able to do that.

In the 21st century, an inclusive mode of activism is the way forward. As ‘activists’ we can no longer afford to stand alone on the high moral ground. A group of lonely voices shouting from the rooftops in adversarial combat may be cathartic for the participants but as sound campaign strategy, it has its limitations – our future lies in our ability to re-order and recognize values in our community.
The Success…. 
What does success look like? In the short term I personally am trying to picture the Rudd Govt. heading to Copenhagen with a target that we would be proud of and returning home to announce a conversion to a 100% clean energy economy to the citizens of Australia without fear of community outrage…..an announcement that is welcomed by the majority. 
Let this weekend build on the foundations of a movement that has already begun, one that is capable of creating a truly massive shift in the values of the citizens in this country – that is capable of opening the ears of the politicians that need to hear what the scientists and economists have been rationally trying to tell them. 

Let’s explore our incredible wealth of knowledge and together draw up a devastatingly clever plan of action.

It’s hard to imagine what that movement might look like right now but by the end of the weekend we will be well on the way to seeing it. 

A movement that is dynamic, mature, credible and respectful.
